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he emergence of Kalimantan as an important source
of zircon was one of the major supply side surprises of
2006. Its more recent decline has been no less influential on
the global supply/demand balance. This study looks at the
current state of zircon production in Kalimantan, its context
and drivers, and presents a forecast for production to 2012.
The study goes on to re-examine TZMI's outlook for global supply and demand for zircon,
and presents a revised forecast for prices.

Key features

Detailed analysis and commentary covering:

» The history, and current state, of alluvial gold mining in Central Kalimantan and how it has
influenced the economics of zircon production.

» Major zircon concentrate production areas: their development, current output, the major
companies working the fields and their future outlook. This includes an analysis of the
forces which drove the zircon “boom’, and the influences which have caused the recent
production decline.

A description of each of the MSP plants in the zircon areas: their ownership, production
capacity, technology and flowsheets used and typical zircon product grades.

» A forecast for zircon production from Kalimantan and
the drivers of it. This is accompanied by a discussion of the
uncertainties surrounding this forecast and the range of
potential outcomes.

» A revised forecast for global zircon production to 2012,
taking into account the Kalimantan forecast and an updated
assessment of production from other projects.

» A revised forecast for global zircon demand,
and, using this new supply/demand balance, a
new forecast for zircon prices through to 2012.
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